
Fall  2016
Professionally staffed by 

volunteers serving the 

north-eastern foothills

above San Jose and 

Milpitas since 1978SVVFD was first on the scene 

to fight what quickly developed 

into a 130 acre fire at the top 

of Sierra Road  July 30, 2016

SVVFD fought several fires in 
the Sierra Road  /  Upper Felter
Road in 2016.  This Sierra Road 
fire threatened homes of six of 
our neighbors.



Give your check to Board 

member, or send to:

SVVFD      

P.O. Box 360211           

Milpitas, CA    95036

SVVFD is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  

You will receive a letter recognizing your 

donation for tax purposes.

If you have made your donation for 2016 

to SVVFD, THANK YOU VERY MUCH !!!

Your donation made possible purchase of 

our new equipment.

Donations needed to pay operating costs so we are ready to serve you :

Tires, Batteries, Repair Costs for vehicles, pumps, hose, radios, emergency medical 

supplies, personal protection equipment, flashlights and lighting, and fuel



Near-Term Challenge:

I am very pleased with the accomplishments and progress of 
our Spring Valley Volunteer Fire Department (SVVFD) in the 
past six years.  Fire Chief Mike Hacke, Asst. Chief Jerry 
Serpa, and command staff have done an outstanding job 
with the time-consuming and tough job of operations….. that 
is, the running of the department.  We Board of Directors 
have high expectations, and sometimes forget that we are all 
volunteers…..and that to run the department right takes a lot 
of time and work.

We have a wonderful, talented team of volunteers.  
Each requires training, protective equipment, and tools and 
supplies to be effective across the spectrum of medical 
emergencies, handling accidents, as well as fighting 
structure fires and wildland fires.  Training is held at least 
twice a month.  

Keeping our apparatus maintained and ready to 
respond when needed is a continuing challenge, and our 
staff excels at getting the best bargains for our limited 
dollars.  

Message from President   Rick Smith

I am most proud with the progress our SVVFD staff has made to strengthen our reputation 
and professional relationships with Cal-Fire, Milpitas Fire, San Jose Fire, and San Francisco 
Water District which owns much of the open space we protect.  As local Cal-Fire units are 
called to fight large wildfires, we are privileged to be called upon to staff local Cal-Fire 
stations.  This speaks volumes to the confidence Cal-Fire has in the ability and 
professionalism of our SVVFD team.     

SVVFD fire engines as pictured below-left, are 30 years old.  
Many repair parts such as steering linkages are no longer 
available, making repair difficult. They perform well, but carry 
firefighters in jump seats behind the cab.  Cal-Fire considers 
these unsafe.  Shown on the right, Cal-Fire transports 
personnel in fully-enclosed cabs.  Enclosed cab is what Cal-
Fire wants us to get.  To date, SVVFD has “gotten by” by 
telling Cal-Fire “SVVFD is looking for one”.  We hope Cal-Fire 
will continue to make use of SVVFD in 2017 with a work-
around where a crew of two drives the fire engine, and 
firefighters drive separately in a patrol pickup truck.  

This replacement will be a major cost. I will keep you posted 
in the next year or two, for which we will need your help to 
make improvements that will help us protect our hillside and 
residents.



Spring Valley Vol Fire Dept group photo taken at the Pancake Breakfast March 13, 2016 

SVVFD THANKS YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING SUPPORT.

SVVFD  Board of Directors
President/Secretary Rick Smith
Treasurer Phil Park
Fire Chief                  Mike Hacke
BOD  member           David San Jose       
BOD  member           Divya Rathore
BOD member            Barbara Knowdell

SVVFD Board of Directors

The SVVFD Board of Directors  (BOD) 

manages business affairs & finances, oversees 

Operations, and makes decisions to ensure 

SVVFD is responsive to needs of our service 

area residents.    The SVVFD By-Laws state 

a preference for BOD members to be hillside 

residents  to maintain these priorities. 

2016

BOD positions are for two-year terms, elected by vote of the hillside residents.  

There are no limits on how many terms a Board Member can serve.  Normally, 

two of the  member positions are up for election alternating every year with the 

other two positions.  From a practical perspective, the offices of President and 

Treasurer require a cohesive understanding of SVVFD business affairs,  so we 

fill these with experienced board members as openings occur. 

If you would like to serve as a Board Member, please discuss your interest with one 

of our existing members, or send email to    rsmith@svvfd.org

mailto:rsmith@svvfd.org

